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to return to the camp without taking part in an engagement. This
was certainly unlike the Akbar of younger days when, heedless of
advices to the contrary, he invariably jumped into the thick of
fighting at the slightest provocation. Gone were the days when
Akbar moved with lightning speed to suppress a revolt or avenge
an insult. He had lost some of his earlier gusto; the impetuosity
of youth had given place willy-nilly to a degree of caution that
smacked somewhat of irresolution. Although at Attock he held
in his hands the reins of operations in four sectors, yet the fact
remained that he chose not to expose himself to the hazards of
mountain warfare. He would not perhaps have taken that course
when the blood in his veins was a little hotter and flowed at a
proportionately higher pressure. Compulsions of age are universal;,
they make no discrimination between a Padshah and a peasant.